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this shall be divided into two parts, half being given to
the refiner, ticketed with his name and the date and
sealed by the wardens, and the other half shall be assayed
by the king's assayer in the presence of the wardens and
of the refiner, and the refiner shall answer for the whole
of that refining at the rate of the assay, as nearly as is
reasonable, having regard to the fact that there is
greater waste and loss in the big operation of refining
than, in the assay. And when the silver has been fully
refined it shall be given by the refiners to the wardens
for a tally (or receipt) of the weight, so that there shall
be neither suspicion nor deceit on either side. . . . And
the lead that remains in the ash after the refining shall
be resmelted at a suitable time '-1 These ordinances of
1297, just quoted, arranged for there being five skilled
refiners at the Devon mines, and the account rolls show
that they received from i8d. to zs. a week.
The silver seems to have been cast into plates or
ingots varying from ten to twenty pounds in weight and
value (for the monetary pound was simply the pound
weight of standard silver). Its purity probably varied,
for while in 1296 the pound of refined silver was mixed
with I4d. of alloy to bring it to the standard,2 a few
years later silver weighing ^132 55-. was worth only
£131 135. 7jd. in coined money,3 and 370 Ib. of silver
sent up from Martinstowe in 1294 had to be further
refined in London before it could be made into silver
vessels for the Countess of Barre.4 In the case of the
lead we have the usual mediaeval complexity of weights.
1	Memo., L. 1, R., 25-6 Edw. I, m. 51.
2	Exch. K. R. Accts., 260, no. 7.
* PipeR., 28 Edw. I,
 Ibid., no. 19.

